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necessary consequence, there must be some station where
no change of pressure would be observed; but on oae
side pressure would decrease, while it increased on the
other; so by this means very steep gradients might conae
to lie over the station. The wind would rise to a gale,
while the weather would conform to the shape of the
isobars, but the mercury would remain stationary; we
might, in fact, say that the station was wnodal" as-
regards the fluctuations of surrounding pressure.

It would be an extreme case when no change of
pressure took place, and could only happen at a limited
number of places. But under the same conditions there
will always be a number of stations where only a moderate
fall of the barometer takes place, but a gale out of all pro-
portion to the apparent depression is experienced. This*
illustrates the important difference between the fall of
the barometer due to the passage of a well-defined*
cyclone, and that due to the rearrangement of the distri-
bution of pressure round the station. As an example, we
may turn to Fig. 93 in the next chapter, where we give
two charts of North-Western Europe, on February 6*
1883, at 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. respectively. The position of
the isobar of 30*4 ins. is practically the same in both.
maps; but between the morning and evening observations^
pressure has fallen 04 inch in the west of Ireland^ and,
risen 0'2 inch over Sweden. The shape of the isobars has
not altered much, so that gradients have become steep,
with little change of wind-direction. Thus many stations*
near the nodal isobar, will experience an increase of wind
with either a rising, stationary, or slightly falling barometer.
rllor instance, at Aberdeen, marked A, the